INEW, YORN 205 /i

SEPTEMBER 9, 2010

DIVINE FORGIVENESS

Pastor's mercy
on DWI cop who
killed daughter

By EDMUMND DeMARCHE o

and CHUCK BEMMETT

A grieving Brooklyn famil
vesterday accepted a tearh
apology from the drunk-driv-
ing former cop who killed
their daughter — az a judge
let the officer off with just 90
days {n[jail.

The family of 332renr-old
Vionigque Valnor had
agreed to the lipht seatence
for Andrew Hciily. 32, who

leaded guilty in Brooklyn

upreme Court to vehieular
manslaughter.

With tears welling in his
eyes, Kelly approsched Val-
nord’s family and apologized
i“prr taking the young woman's
e,

“He came up to me and said.

‘T'm sorry,’ " the victim's father, JAIL TIME: Andrew Kelly
Varius Valnord, said outside (right) yesterday receives a
court. “I told him that [ forgive  00-day sentence for drunkenty
him.’ mowing down Vionique Valnard

“I think of my daughter every
di!ﬁ." said the dad “Muothing
e

(above) as she left a wedding.

will ever bring my daughter drinking, had faced up to seven
back.' . years ln prison.

But Warius, a pastor at the One of his friends in the car,
Church of G in Crown  QOfficer Michael Downs, re-

Heights. added. “This helps us
move forward.”

Under the plea deal, Kelly, a
seven-year I'D veteran, will
also %Et five years' probation.
He'd been suspended since the
tragedy and resigned on Friday.

Eelly ran down Valnord, who
was studying to be o mission-
ary, as !fu: lefi a wedding in
Flatlands on Sept. 27, 2009, He
had spent the nig}ht drinkin
beer and watching football wi
friends.

Kelly, who refused to take a
Breathalyzer rest and allegedly
asked cop pals to cover up his

mains on modified duty as In-
ternal Affairs continues the in-
vestigation.  Another officer,
Robert MeGinn, alse remains
under investipation for alle-
gedly giving Kelly gum and rwo
bottles of water at the crash
sibe,

Lawyer Arthur Aidala said his
client did a lot of soul-search-
ing before taking the plea. He
didn’t want to put his family
through a long tral

“He was most relieved when
her family forgave him," sald
Aidala,

“He had tears in his eyes.”

A lawyer representing the
family said they are planning a
clvil suit against the city.

1 felt that her father was lor-
giving, as only a reverend could
be. The length of the sentence
never mattered to the family.
He will never be a cop again

and he's a convicted felon for
the rest of his life)” the lawyer
said,

“Cops everywhere need to
know, if they get behind the
wheel of a car drunk and kill
someone, they will lose their
jobs,"” he said.
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